


• To accomplish these goals, the immersion project must be academically 
rigorous, extend beyond the classroom, be guided by a faculty member or 
academically based organization (e.g. Study Abroad), and must yield a tangible, 
measurable product.   

• These experiences, as a result, are designed to provide our students a competitive 
edge in pursuing exciting and satisfying careers following graduation. 

Immersion Experiences at Vanderbilt Today 
Today the university has a solid foundation of programs, which are part of Immersion 
Vanderbilt – each encompassing student-driven research, scholarship, and/or creative 
expression.  
 

Examples include: 
• The School of Engineering, for example, requires most of its majors to do a senior 

capstone project with all the makings of an immersion experience.  





freshman year.  In fact, recruitment of students to attend Vanderbilt will require 
the admissions office to discuss Immersion Vanderbilt, so our students not only 
know of the amazing opportunities that await them, but understand the 
Vanderbilt culture.   That will ensure we lure students who not only make the 
most of Immersion Vanderbilt, but who will want to be part of it.   

• We will need to develop approaches for faculty to handle how working with 
students on these projects will count as part of their work load. 

• Immersion VU will require making key strategic investments in faculty, endowed 
chairs, research resources and administrative support.  

• Mentoring of students will have to become an even more important part of 
evaluating faculty.   

• Decoupling immersion from the major gives us the chance to open the leadership 
to faculty of all ten schools, reflecting our one-Vanderbilt strategy.  

• To make the most of Immersion Vanderbilt, we need faculty from all colleges to 
be part of this experience. By bringing in faculty from Law, for example, we will 
further enrich the opportunities of all our students.  Our small compact campus 


